Plastic Recycling Myths

· Myth: Plastic can be recycled 
· Amount of plastic that is actually recycled varies between 4% and 10%. 
· Currently, more than 300 million tons of new plastic is produced annually (5Gyres)
· Plastic bags CANNOT be recycled because it clogs the recycling machines

· WHY NOT? 
· Thousands of types of plastics; none can be melted together
· Expensive to collect and sort – it is much easiers to produce new plastic

· Myth: The interlocking triangle symbol means a product could be recycle
· Plastics labeled with a number one or two are most likely to be recycled. Those are the rigid plastics like water bottles and milk jugs; recycling plants have machines designed to clean, shred, and melt down this type of plastic. 
· Plastic labeled with a five, found in certain types of food and medicine bottles, could potentially be recycled in your community, but its acceptance varies.
· The other plastics—three, four, six, and seven—are more likely to be dumped in a landfill if tossed in your household recycling bin. These types of items include bubble wrap, shopping bags, and flexible food packaging. 

· Extent of the problem
· 50% of all plastics manufactured are single use (Nature Conservancy), plastic that breaks down into microscopic pieces and contaminates everything from the ocean to our bodies.
· About 11 million tons of plastic enters the ocean every year (Nature Conservancy)
· 850 M tons of greenhouse gases emitted (Nature Conservancy)
· The more plastic is reused, the more toxic it becomes (Greenpeace)
· On average, Americans produce almost 5 pounds of waste per day (National Geographic)

· What can you do? 
1. Refuse the top five sources of single-use plastics: 
· plastic bags
· water bottles
· to-go containers
· takeaway cups
· straws
2. Switch from plastic wrap to a reusable wax wrap.
3. Store leftovers in glass containers.
4. Cover foods with aluminum foil instead of plastic wrap. 
